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The fourth of the WPB “reconversion” orders, issued Aug. 15, lists 79 groups of products which 
can be produced after manufacturers obtain government approval. Included on the list were ‘“non-elec- 
tric mechanical refrigerators (meaning gas refrigerators), and various types of commercial refriger- 
ator equipment all of the fixture type, but apparently not including condensing units. 


| ‘RECONVERSION’ ORDER LISTS PREFERRED ITEMS FOR SPOT auruortaATidtt TR —__ 


One important point about the order is that it permits any manufacturer who is found eligible on 
the basis of manpower and materials to make any of the preferred items listed. 


In general, this is how the “spot” authorization procedure will work: 


WPB field offices can authorize production of civilian goods at any time, provided the materials, 
manpower, and facilities not needed for war production are available. 


To obtain WPB consent for civilian production, a manufacturer must file his request on specified 
forms with his WPB district office. After screening by that office and the manpower officials, WPB will 
grant an authorization fixing the amount of goods which may be made and setting a production schedule. 


The application will be handled by the field office if the firm is a small one, but will be forwarded 
to Washington for final decision if the manufacturer employs more than 50 workers in a West Coast 
critical labor area, more than 100 in a “Group 1” (acute) or “Group 2” (serious) labor shortage area 
elsewhere, and more than 250 workers in other areas. 


More favorable consideration will be given those manufacturers who propose to use idle, excess, or 
frozen materials and parts, or who will make an item on the “preferred” list. Manufacturers who will 
make the preferred goods but who need new materials will be assigned a priority rating of AA-5 to get them. 


WPB Chief Donald Nelson said that instructions would be issued to field offices accompanying the new 
Priority Regulation 25, which would forbid increased civilian production until after labor checks had been 
made and the area WMC representative had certified that civilian goods production could be stepped up 
without labor recruiting. 


Of interest to those in the refrigeration and appliance fields are the following items officially listed 
for priority preference in connection with the orders previously restricting production: 


“L-38. Industrial and commercial refrigerating and air-conditioning machinery and equipment. Blood 
plasma equipment, coolers; evaporative, walk-in, water, reach-in, and refrigerated display cases, frozen 
food dispensing equipment, home freezers, ice cream cabinets, air conditioning equipment. 


“L-5-C. Domestic mechanical refrigerators. All items except electric. 

“L-6. Domestic laundry equipment. All items except washing machines. 
“L-28-B. Domestic electric ranges. All items. 

“L-28-C. Domestic cooking appliances. All items and domestic heating stoves. 
“L-18-B. Domestic vacuum cleaners. All items. 


“L-65. Electrical appliances. Dishwashers, domestic; electric appliances, commercial food preparation; 
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hair clippers, electric; space heaters; heating pads. Repair and replacement parts: refrigeration and 
electric appliances. 


“L-74. Oil burners. All items. 


“L-75. Coal stokers. Class A, Class B. 


“L.-185. Water heaters. All items.’ 


Supplies of steel and copper continue to be short, and Mr. Nelson expressed doubts that much new 
production employing these metals will be permitted. 


BIRDSEYE EXECUTIVE SAYS NEW TYPE FROZEN FOOD CABINET IS DUE 


Declaring that the low temperature cabinets from which frozen foods are now dispensed in retail food 
stores are “inefficient and costly,” G. D. Mentley, vice president of BirdsEye-Snider, Inc., predicted that they 
would be replaced by modern units that provide maximum food protection, visibility, and accessibility, in a talk 
made before the New York State Food Merchants Association. 


Such a cabinet, Mr. Mentley said, should be “one that will permit the customer to see the packages quickly, 
one that she can get at conveniently to find the packages she wants, one that will encourage her to examine 


others and to help herself. 


“Regardless of whether the store is a service type, or a semi-service or self-service type, this form of unit 
will undoubtedly make larger sales possible. Where it has been tried today, with present type storage cases 
but with lids off and product neatly arranged, sales have ranged from $125 per week to as high as $800.” 


The BirdsEye-Snider executive did not say who would produce such equipment, or whether it would be 
distributed by BirdsEye-Snider. 


SIGNS POINT TO ‘MID-’45’ FOR REFRIGERATORS IN VOLUME 


“Middle of 1945” begins to look more than ever a sure bet as the earliest date for household 
mechanical refrigerators to be reaching trade channels in quantity. 


The tipoff on this comes in the report, just made available, on the last meeting of the Mechanical 
Household Refrigerator Industry Advisory Committee, held late in July. In the report on the discussion 
of the present stockpile of refrigerators the following is noted: 


“Industry representatives approved of the proposal that the use of the 55,000 refrigerators in the 
stockpile be extended through June, 1945. This will insure the most essential needs as provided for under 
the present criteria being met for this period, in the event that production cannot be resumed previously.” 


Of course, it is not impossible for mechanical household refrigerators to be rolling off the produc- 
tion lines in volume before the summer of 1945, but right now it looks like a good bet that they won't. 


The fourth reconversion order, known as “spot authorization” for individual manufacturers who have 
facilities, manpower, and materials not needed for the war effort, will hold little immediate meaning for 
the household refrigerator field. 


“It is not contemplated that. manufacturers will be permitted to resume the production .of domestic 
mechanical refrigerators under this procedure,’ was the way the report on the Industry Advisory Com- 
mittee meeting put it. te } 


Some cause for encouragement was to be found in the statement to ‘the Advisory Committee by 
William Y. Elliott, Vice Chairman for Civilian Requirements, who pointed out the great need for refrig- 
erators in the civilian economy. 


Because of the importance of refrigerators in maintaining health, the Office of Civilian Requirements 
lists them among the products which it most wishes to have manufactured, he is reported to have said. 
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When it was pointed out that the shortage of certain components, such as motors, are a limiting 
factor in the return to the manufacture of refrigerators, it was stated that WPB is conferring with 
the armed services about the possibility of obtaining components for those industries in which production 
should first be resumed. 


“The WPB wishes refrigerators to be built as soon as it does not interfere with the War Effort,” 
the head of the WPB Consumers Durable Goods Division told the Advisory Committee. “When recon- 
version takes place it will be because of cutbacks in military production. It is of course desired to fit 
in the production of refrigerators with war production. 


“Consequently, manufacturers of refrigerators will not be able to resume civilian production simul- 
taneously. X-day, when production is to get under way, may be a period of six months. 


“When the production of refrigerators is started again, WPB policy is to permit any qualified person 
to enter the field, regardless of whether he has made refrigerators previously.” 


A committee member declared that such a policy will work hardship on those companies which can- 
not get started on civilian production because of war contracts. 


It was suggested by the WPB officials that subcontracting might afford some relief in such cases. 
The head of the Consumers Durable Goods Division stressed the fact that the avoidance of unemploy- 
ment is basic in the WPB’s policy. 


It was brought up that the Aluminum Order of July 15 provides that aluminum may be used as 
a substitute for other metals, and one WPB official recalled the suggestion that aluminum be used for 
mechanical household refrigerators instead of sheet steel. 


Committee members pointed out the difficult engineering problems involved in such a substitution, 
one member declaring that the use of aluminum would result in an entirely new box. 


If sheet steel were not obtainable for a year, the industry might find it worth while to do the 
developmental work in connection with aluminum, committee members stated. 


INCREASE IN TOOLS FOR MECHANICS UNLIKELY, SAYS WPB 


No increase in the supply of mechanics’ hand service tools is possible until requirements of the armed forces 
are satisfied, declared the Tools Division of the War Production Board in a report on shipments for the first six 
months of 1944. Shipments are averaging about $9,000,000 a month, with a backlog of unfilled orders standing 
at $47,166,000 at the end of June. 


ELECTRICAL LEAGUES TO MEET IN DETROIT SEPT. 20-22 


Development of plans to provide more jobs after the war will be the general theme of the Ninth Annual 
Conference of the International Association of Electrical Leagues, to be held in Detroit Sept. 20-22. 


Topics to be discussed include “Opportunities for Equipping and Modernizing Industrial Plants and 
Commercial Occupancies,” “Expanding the Builders’ Market with the Plus-Value of Complete Electrified 
Homes,” “Establishing a Local Potential for Postwar Appliance Sales,” etc. 


W. A. Ritt, Minneapolis, I.A.E.L. president, has appointed a program committee consisting of J. A. 
Morrison, Philadelphia, chairman; J. S. Bartlett, Washington, D. C.; and Ralph Neumuller, New York City. 


AIR-CONDITIONED BUS TO BE TESTED IN ATLANTA 


Crowded buses may offer a much more comfortable ride if experiments planned by the Georgia 
Power Co. in Atlanta prove successful. Air-conditioning equipment is to be installed in one of the utility’s 
trackless trolleys to see how it works, and whether it’s worth the cost. Postwar modernization plans for 
Atlanta public transportation call for modern trackless trolleys and motor buses to replace those street 
cars now in use. wes 
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MORE INCREASES IN HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATOR PARTS LIKELY ated Eure 
courage 
‘ retu 
a = Consumers Durable Goods Division of WPB requested all manufacturers of household mechanical va the 
refrigerators to increase their production of repair parts. — 
. Million: 
? . Practical] 
3 Five manufacturers (Crosley, Frigidaire, General Electric, Sunbeam (Sears-Roebuck), and Westing- a 
house--are now producing certain hermetically sealed units for replacement purposes. ey 
frightfu 
i . The CI 
These manufacturers have been authorized to produce such quantities of sealed units as will prop- eee ones 
erly supplement their revolving inventory of factory-repaired units. oy ~ 
strikes or 
Distribution of such sealed units is under the control of the manufacturer in accordance with his a the 
replacement policy. No special forms are required by the dealer to obtain them, since they are considered & ‘aan 
as merely another repair part. owns it, 
producing 
rae P long afte 
In order to increase production, Consumers Durable Goods Division will propose the amendment of a 0; 
order L-5-c under which the industry manufactures repair parts, according to Fred C. Mitchell of the go on th 
Division. payroll ag 
Econom 
The proposal would permit manufacturers to make repair parts for inventory up to twice the number Vill 
of those parts sold by a manufacturer in the second preceding calendar quarter. A clause would be in- tien 
serted providing that no manufacturer would be restricted in the production of parts to less than a nis anc 
minimum practical run. chaos, 
An orde 
of badl 
Consideration is also being given to the amendment of M-9-c to eliminate the necessity of filing ap- would h oe 
peals for the use of copper in the production of repair and replacement parts. a 
been form 
BEALS & BOWE HEAD CARRIER ADVERTISING pig 
permit br 
Leslie M. Beals has been appointed director of advertising and sales promotion for Carrier Corp. and Walter ee 
A. Bowe has been named manager of the advertising and sales promotion department, it was announced by art bh 
E. T. Murphy, senior vice president of Carrier. stated an, 
avoided, 
Beals comes to Carrier from Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chicago, where he had spent 10 years in advertising ~ Ac 
and promotion. Since 1942 he had been copy supervisor of the mail order advertising planning division. ae 
Previously, Beals had been advertising manager of W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., the same with Lyon & Healy, ing. Inste 
Chicago music house; assistant publicity director of Gimbel Bros., Pittsburgh department store; and sales pro- ncarnati 
aren out 
motion manager of Joseph Schlitz Brewing Co., Milwau kee. aeeee of 
who will b. 
‘TIMETABLE’ SCHEDULES REFRIGERATORS FOR MID-1945 8eneration 
A “timetable for reconversion,” based on the assumption that Germany will be defeated late this Anyth in, 
year and Japan conquered late in 1945, has been made public by a usually reliable source. According Hay, p 
to this report, refrigerators and other major appliances will begin to appear on the market in fair quan- “tanh 
tities by the middle of next year, but peak volume won’t be attained until the end of 1945 or even 4 state) 
r . 
little later. It shapes up like this: pag 
. , t Texas has : 
1. Small household and hardware items will show a big increase immediately after the German defeat. Democr tic 
© Same { 
> . P od Saying 
Durable goods for consumers will start trickling into the market in the spring of 1945. "exis i 
and le: Ww 
i id- f 1945. At this time also, the firs! milk, ore 
Good volume of durable goods should arrive by mid-summer 0 . Bion, mor 
new radios and automobiles should appear. } seh, ae 
, = . ess, ft 
. . : ‘arth; 
é The fall of 1945 should see fair volume in radios and a big upswing in home construction. a 
Mee said: 
qd $ 
Except for some durables, automobiles, and radios (facing a tremendous consumer demand), the rent ou 


“And w 
end of 1945 should find enough of everything to go around. na whe 
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